[Free intraperitoneal tumors cells in pancreatic cancer--significance for clinical course and therapy].
Intraoperative peritoneal cytology was performed in 36 patients with pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma. 12 patients (33%) showed malignant cells in the peritoneal cavity. In the further course these patients developed more non-local metastases and had a significantly shorter survival rate. Peritoneal carcinomatosis became evident in 75% of the patients with free cancer cells in contrast to only 14% of the patients without. Detection of free cancer cells was directly related to the histological tumor stage (TNM-system). Iatrogenic shedding of malignant cells by surgical tumor manipulation or needle biopsy was not observed. The technique of intraoperative peritoneal lavage with consecutive cytology and its possible effects on further treatment is discussed.